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TELEPHONE SET, COMMUNICATION ADAPTOR, 
HOME APPLIANCE CONTROL METHOD, 
AND PROGRAM RECORDING MEDIUM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a telephone set, a 
communication adaptor, a home appliance control method, 
and a program recording medium which are capable of 
remote-controlling a home appliance such as an audio 
device upon arrival of an incoming call. 

There has been known heretofore a situation where a 
user listening to an audio device fails to notice arrival 
of an incoming call at a telephone set, since it is 
difficult to perceive the ringing tone of the telephone 
set due to the sound being emitted from headphones or 
speakers. For prevention of such inconvenience, there is 
provided a system which mutes or temporarily stops the 
audio device upon arrival of an incoming call at the 
telephone set. 

For example, a system is disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Laid-open No. Hei 9-18797, wherein an audio device 
such as a radio receiver or the like is informed of 
arrival of an incoming call at a telephone set by an 
exclusive radio means. According to this system, the 

1 



audio device such as a radio receiver is muted in 
response to the information indicative of the incoming 
call, and then reproduces a prepared ringing tone to 
notify the user of the incoming call. 

In the system mentioned above, it is necessary to 
additionally equip the audio device with exclusive 
hardware for detecting arrival of an incoming call at the 
telephone set. And a program is also required for 
controlling the operation at detection of the incoming 
call. Consequently, it becomes necessary to employ a 
specific audio device designed with an intention for 
notice of an incoming call, or to employ a combination 
with an additional unit. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to perform a control action of stopping the output of a 
home appliance, such as a general audio device or the 
like, upon arrival of an incoming call at a telephone set, 
thereby enabling a user to perceive the incoming call 
with facility. 

In the present invention, a remote - control signal 
is sent, upon arrival of an incoming call at a telephone 
set, to a home appliance such as an audio device remote- 
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controllable by radio communication, either directly from 
the telephone set or via a communication adaptor, thereby 
stopping the output of the home appliance under remote 
control . 

According to a first aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a telephone set which 
comprises a connection means to execute a connecting 
process for enabling transmission and reception of an 
information signal to and from a home appliance remote- 
controllable by radio communication; a control means for 
generating, upon arrival of an incoming call, a remote 
control signal to the home appliance; and a radio 
communication means for sending the remote control signal 
to the home appliance by radio communication. 

According to a second aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a communication adaptor 
installable in a telephone set. The communication adaptor 
comprises a connection means to execute a connecting 
process for enabling transmission and reception of an 
information signal to and from a home appliance remote- 
controllable by radio communication; a control means for 
generating, upon arrival of an incoming call, a remote 
control signal to the home appliance; and a radio 
communication means for sending the remote control signal 
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to the home appliance by radio communication. 

According to a third aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a home appliance control 
method which comprises a connection processing step for 
enabling transmission and reception of an information 
signal to and from a home appliance remote-controllable 
by radio communication; a remote - control signal 
generating step for generating, upon arrival of an 
incoming call, a remote control signal to the home 
appliance; and a remote - control signal sending step for 
sending the remote control signal to the home appliance 
by radio communication. 

And according to a fourth aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a program recording medium 
where a home appliance control program is recorded in 
such a manner as to be readable and executable by a 
computer. The control program comprises a connection 
processing step for enabling transmission and reception 
of an information signal to and from a home appliance 
remote - controllable by radio communication; a remote - 
control signal generating step for generating, upon 
arrival of an incoming call, a remote control signal to 
the home appliance; and a remote - control signal sending 
step for sending the remote control signal to the home 
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appliance by radio communication. 

The above and other features and advantages of the 
present invention will become apparent from the following 
description which will be given with reference to the 
illustrative accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of 
an audio system where the present invention is applied; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of principal components in a telephone set employed in 
the above audio system; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of principal components in a CD player unit of a portable 
CD player in the above audio system; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of principal components in a remote - control headphone 
belonging to the CD player unit; 

Fig. 5 is a diagram typically showing a protocol 
stack for execution of communication by BT-adapted 
devices ; 

Fig. 6 is a diagram typically showing the 
composition of an A/V protocol packet in the audio 
system; 
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Fig. 7 is a diagram typically showing the 
composition of a data packet in the audio system; 

Fig. 8 is a diagram typically showing the procedure 
of communication between a telephone set and a portable 
CD player based on a BT protocol; 

Fig. 9 is a diagram typically showing the 
composition of an FHS packet; 

Fig. 10 is a diagram typically showing the 
procedure of communication among three BT communication 
devices ; 

Fig. 11 is a diagram typically showing the state of 
a piconet in communication among the three BT 
communication devices in Fig. 10; 

Fig. 12 is a diagram typically showing the other 
procedure of communication between the telephone set and 
the portable CD player based on the BT protocol; 

Fig. 13 is a diagram typically showing the other 
procedure of communication among three BT communication 
devices ; 

Fig. 14 is a diagram typically showing the state of 
a piconet in communication among the three BT 
communication devices in Fig. 13; 

Fig. 15 is a diagram typically showing another 
procedure of communication among three BT communication 

6 



devices; and 

Fig. 16 is a diagram typically showing a further 
procedure of communication between the telephone set and 
the portable CD player based on the BT protocol. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Hereinafter some preferred embodiments of the 
present invention will be described in detail with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

The present invention is applied to an audio system 
of such a structure as shown in Fig. 1 for example. 

The audio system shown in Fig. 1 is equipped with, 
as an audio device to be controlled by a telephone set 
10 0 upon arrival of an incoming call, a portable CD 
player 200 which consists of a player unit 210 having a 
Bluetooth communication function and a headphone 24 0 with 
a remote control function. 

Bluetooth (hereinafter referred to as BT) is a term 
of short-distance radio communication technology of which 
activity for standardization was started by five American, 
European and Japanese companies in May, 1998. According 
to this BT communication, its maximum data transfer rate 
is set to 1 Mbits/second (effectively, 721 kbits/second) , 
and its maximum transmission distance is set to 10 meters. 
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And a total of 79 channels each having a bandwidth of 1 
MHz are allocated to an ISM (Industrial Scientific) band 
of 2.4 GHz available by users without license, wherein 
radio waves are transmitted by frequency-hopping spectrum 
spread technology in which channels are switched 1600 
tiroes per second. Devices adapted for such BT 
communication are separated into a master for determining 
a frequency hopping pattern and slaves opposite in 
communication. A master is capable of communicating with 
seven slaves simultaneously. A subnet consisting of a 
maximum of eight devices including a master and slaves is 
termed a piconet. The slaves included in a piconet are 
permitted to serve as slaves in two or more piconets 
simul taneously . 

The portable CD player 200 has antennas 221, 223 
for BT radio communication in the CD player unit 210 and 
the remote- control headphone 240 respectively. In this 
portable CD player 2 00, music data reproduced by the CD 
player unit 210 are transmitted from the CD player unit 
210 to the remote -control headphone 240. Meanwhile, when 
a remote control command button 249 attached to the 
remote - control headphone 24 0 is manipulated by the user, 
a corresponding control command is sent to the CD player 
unit 210. 
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Upon detection of an incoming call by a telephone 
antenna 101, the telephone set 100 emits a ringing tone 
from a speaker 107. This telephone set 100 is equipped 
also with a function to perforin BT radio communication 
and has a BT antenna 111 for such communication. 

In this embodiment where the telephone set 100 
emits the same control signal as one transmitted from the 
remote -control headphone 240 to the CD player unit 210, 
relevant devices to be employed here are those conforming 
with the "Bluetooth" standards for radio communication. 
And "A/V protocol" is defined as one of transport layer 
protocols in the BT communication, and A/V device control 
commands are used for remote control. 

Upon detection of an incoming call, the telephone 
set 100 interrupts the communication between the CD 
player unit 210 and the remote - control headphone 240. 
Then a command for temporarily pausing the reproduction 
is sent from the telephone set 100 to the CD player unit 
210. And simultaneously with execution of such temporary 
pause of the reproduction in the CD player unit 210, the 
sound being emitted from the headphone 240 is brought to 
a stop. Consequently, the user is enabled to easily 
perceive the ringing tone outputted from his telephone 
set 100. 
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Fig. 2 shows the configuration of principal 
components in the telephone set 100. 

This telephone set 100 comprises a telephone 
antenna 101 for connection and communication with a 
public telephone network such as PHS or portable 
telephone, and a BT antenna 111 for BT communication. The 
telephone antenna 101 serves to transmit and receive 
radio waves of 1.9 GHz and 800 MHz - 1.5 GHz. Meanwhile 
the BT antenna 111 serves to transmit and receive radio 
waves of a 2.4 GHz band. 

A modem 103 is connected to the telephone antenna 
101 via an RF processor 102, and a baseband processor 113 
is connected to the BT antenna 111 via an RF processor 
112. And a microcomputer 105 is connected to the modem 
103 and the baseband processor 113. 

A memory 104 and a voice codec processor 106 are 
connected to the microcomputer 105. Further, a speaker 
107 and a microphone 108 are connected to the voice codec 
processor 106. 

The RF processor 102 and the modem 103 demodulate 
the analog signal received by the telephone antenna 101, 
and then convert the received signal into digital data. 
Contrary thereto, the RF processor 102 and the modem 103 
modulate digital data (voice data) to be transmitted into 
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analog radio wave signal, and then transmit the same from 
the telephone antenna 101. 

After processing the data received from the modem 
103, the microcomputer 105 delivers the data to the voice 
codec processor 106. Subsequently in the voice codec 
processor 106, the voice converted into a communication 
format is returned to its former state and then is 
reproduced by the speaker 107. Meanwhile the voice 
inputted via the microphone 108 is converted into 
communication data by the voice codec processor 106 and, 
after being processed through the microcomputer 105, the 
modem 103 and the RF processor 102, the data are finally 
transmitted from the telephone antenna 101. 

The microcomputer 105 further executes a process 
relative to a user interface of the telephone set 100, 
and also a process relative to BT communication. A 
program for operating the microcomputer 105 is stored 
previously in the memory 104. This memory 104 further 
stores data to be saved temporarily during the processing 
by the microcomputer 105. 

Data transmitted by BT communication are commands 
for controlling the CD player unit 210 from the telephone 
set 100. These data are generated through processing by 
the microcomputer 105 and then are delivered to the 
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baseband processor 113. Subsequently the baseband 
processor 113 converts the data, which have been 
delivered from the microcomputer 105, into a packet 
suited for BT communication. In this stage, a code for 
error correction and detection is added together with 
various data for communication. The data generated by the 
baseband processor 113 and delivered to the RF processor 
112 are converted into analog data to be transmitted. The 
RF processor 112 modulates the delivered digital data and 
then sends the same as radio waves of a 2.4 GHz band from 
the BT antenna 111. The carrier frequency is selected by 
frequency hopping in a manner to be different per slot 
(group of data) . 

Meanwhile, received data include replies to the 
control commands sent from the telephone set 100 to the 
CD player unit 210 for example. These replies represent 
information signifying whether the command has been 
received properly, or whether desired control has been 
executed in response to the command. The signal received 
by the BT antenna 111 is demodulated and converted by the 
RF processor 112 into digital data, and then an error 
check and so forth are executed in the baseband processor 
113. Thereafter the data are delivered to the 
microcomputer 105, where the relevant process is executed. 
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Fig. 3 shows the configuration of principal 
components of the CD player unit 210 in the portable CD 
player 200. 

The CD player unit 210 comprises a spindle motor 
212 for rotating a compact disc (CD) 211; a pickup 213 
for optically reading out signals from the CD 211; a 
servo circuit 214 connected to the spindle motor 212 and 
the pickup 213; a demodulator 215 connected to the pickup 
213; a microcomputer 216 connected to the demodulator 
215; a baseband processor 219 connected to the 
demodulator 215 via an encoder 218; and a BT antenna 221 
connected to the baseband processor 219 via an RF 
processor 220. 

In the CD player unit 210, the spindle motor 212 
rotates the CD 211 under control of the servo circuit 214. 
At this time, the pickup 213 reads out the signals from 
the CD 211 and then supplies the same to the demodulator 
215, Subsequently the demodulator 215 converts the 
signals, which have been read out by the pickup 213, into 
digital data with execution of error correction, thereby 
reproducing the original music data. 

In the CD player unit 210, the data reproduced by 
the demodulator 215 are supplied further to the encoder 
218 so as to send the music data to the remote - control 
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headphone 24 0 by BT radio communication. Then the encoder 
218 converts the input music data into a format (MP3 , 
ADPCM, ATRAC, etc.) specified by the BT A/V protocol. And 
the data thus converted are transmitted finally from the 
BT antenna 221 via the baseband processor 219 and the RF 
processor 220. 

The microcomputer 216 sends various control 
commands to the peripheral processing blocks or receives 
therefrom the information relative to the state. The 
microcomputer 216 further processes the user interface in 
the CD player unit 210 and the control commands from the 
remote - control headphone 240. The control command from 
the remote-control headphone 240 is received by the BT 
antenna 221 and then is interpreted in the microcomputer 
216 via the the RF processor 220 and the baseband 
processor 219. 

A program prepared for operating the microcomputer 
216 is described in a memory 217 connected to the 
microcomputer 216. Other memories used temporarily for 
the processing in the microcomputer 216 are also included 
in this memory 217. 

Fig. 4 shows the configuration of principal 
components in the remote - control headphone 240 belonging 
to the CD player unit 210. 
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The remote - control headphone 240 is equipped with a 
BT antenna 241 for BT communication. A baseband processor 
243 is connected to the BT antenna 241 via an RF 
processor 242. And a microcomputer 245 is connected to 
the baseband processor 243. 

An input unit 244, a memory 246 and a decoder 247 
are connected to the microcomputer 245. And a headphone 
248 is connected to the decoder 247. 

In the remote -control headphone 24 0, the BT antenna 
241 receives music data transmitted from the CD player 
unit 210. The music data are demodulated by the RF 
processor 242 and, after conversion thereof into digital 
data, an error check and so forth are executed by the 
baseband processor 243. Subsequently the microcomputer 
245 unifies the packets divided for transmission, and 
reproduces the data outputted from the encoder 218 of the 
CD player unit 210. Then the decoder 247 restores the 
same to the original music data and emits the sound 
thereof from the headphone 248. 

Meanwhile, when the user manipulates a command 
button 249 of the remote controller, the input unit 244 
detects it and notifies the microcomputer 245 of such 
manipulation. Then the microcomputer 245 interprets it as 
a command, and generates command data in accordance with 
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the BT A/V protocol. Subsequently the command data thus 
generated are transmitted from the BT antenna 241 via the 
baseband processor 243 and the RF processor 242. 

A program prepared for operating the microcomputer 
245 is described in a memory 246 connected to the 
microcomputer 245. Other memories used temporarily for 
the processing in the microcomputer 245 are also included 
in this memory 246. 

Next, Fig. 5 shows a protocol stack for executing 
communication by each BT-adapted device. 

In a physical layer (R/F 501) , digital data are 
converted into analog data and then are transmitted from 
the antenna. Primary modulation thereof is performed in 
accordance with the sequence of 0, 1 of the digital data, 
and the modulated data are transmitted through 
superposition on a 2.4 GHz -band carrier. The carrier is 
switched continuously by frequency hopping which changes 
the carrier frequency per data transmission (slot) . 

Transmission and reception of data are performed 
alternately per slot. In a reception slot, the 2.4 GHz- 
band carrier is removed from the signal received by the 
antenna, and then demodulation thereof is performed to 
extract the digital data having the sequence of 0, 1. 
Although the frequency of the carrier to be removed is 
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continuously changed by frequency hopping, the hopping 
sequence relative to each opposite device in 
communication is known previously. 

A main role of a link layer (Baseband 502) is to 
control retransmission of the data. 

A variety of communication information are 
additionally attached to the original data before 
transmission to the opposite device in communication. 
Upon reception of the data, a reply is sent back as to 
whether the data have been received properly or not. In 
the case of failure in proper reception, a request for 
retransmission of the data is sent. And if the opposite 
device fails to receive the data even with repeated 
transmission thereof, the transmission is given up after 
a predetermined number of times. In the case of overflow 
of the receiving buffer, a temporary pause of the 
transmission is requested to the opposite device. 

In addition to such information relative to 
communication control, some other codes for error 
detection and correction are also attached to the data 
for enhancing the performance against any error that may 
be caused in the communication channel. 

A link layer (LMP (Link Management Protocol) 503) 
is used for controlling the link state to a destination 
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connected in BT communication, including the following 
items . 

Establishment and release of connected state 
Mode control according to presence or absence of data 
to be transmitted or received, and communication 
frequency 

Switching of kinds of packets according to state of 
communication channel 

Authentication for permitting data communication 

Encryption in data communication 

In a link layer (L2CAP (Logical Link Control & 
Adaptation Protocol) 504), logical channels are defined. 
Two BT communication devices are physically linked 
through a single communication channel, and a plurality 
of logical channels can be defined here. Consequently, it 
becomes possible to realize simultaneous transmission and 
reception of the data of various high-order protocols. 
And when the data size delivered from the high -order 
protocol is great, the data are subdivided into packets 
defined in the Baseband 502. The data are subdivided on 
the transmitting side, and such data are restructured to 
the former great cluster on the receiving side. 

The processing executed in the link layer L2CAP 504 
includes interchange of information with the opposite 
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device in BT communication, relative to the data transfer 
rate and the response speed to the transmission. 

In a transport layer {A/V protocol 505) , there are 
prescribed music data in BT communication, transmission 
and reception of video data, and commands for controlling 
an A/V device, and an A/V protocol packet is generated as 
shown in Fig. 6, where destination ID, source ID, 
response/command, contents of command, and control 
command information composed of CH, NO and so forth are 
subdivided for transmission and are contained in a 
payload area of the baseband packet in BT communication. 
With regard to music and video data, a format is 
determined inclusive of the kinds of data (MP3, ATRAC, 
MPEG4) to be transferred as a stream, quality (transfer 
rate, compression ratio) and so forth, and a data packet 
is generated as shown in Fig. 7, where the format and the 
data are contained in a payload area of the baseband 
packet in BT communication. As for control commands, 
there are defined those relevant to controlling the 
states of the A/V device, such as reproduction, stop, 
temporary pause, fast -forward and so forth. 

In an application layer (506) above the transport 
layer (A/V protocol 505) , a program is described with 
regard to the operation performed actually in each device. 
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This portion is different depending on the individual 
device . 

According to the telephone set 100 in this 
embodiment where the A/V device is remote-controlled, the 
peripheral A/V device is brought to a stop upon arrival 
of an incoming call, so that the user of the A/V device 
is notified of the incoming call. 

The CD player unit 210 transmits the reproduced 
music to the remote - control headphone 240, and further 
functions to pause or mute the CD player in response to a 
control command from the remote - control headphone 24 0 or 
the telephone set 100. 

The remote - control headphone 24 0 reproduces the 
music received from the CD player unit 210, and further 
transmits, as an A/V control command, the result of 
manipulation of the command button 249 by the user, to 
the CD player unit 210. 

Fig. 8 shows a flowchart of communication executed 
between the telephone set 100 and the portable CD player 
2 00 in conformity with the BT protocol. This routine is 
separated into the first half for establishing a link and 
enabling data communication, and the latter half for 
sending a remote control signal from the telephone set 
100 to the CD player unit 210. 
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First, the telephone set 100 sends an inquiry 
message and acquires information of the peripheral 
devices (SI) . 

The device having received the inquiry message 
makes a reply with an FHS packet (82) . 

As shown in Fig. 9, the FHS packet contains BD_ADDR 
(Bluetooth Device Address) and CoD (Class of Device) . 
BD_ADDR is 48 -bit ID assigned to the relevant device. A 
unique code is assigned solely to each device. CoD 
represents the class of the relevant device. Such 
information is used for identifying the telephone set 100, 
the CD player unit 210, the headphone 240 and so forth. 

When the telephone set has completely acquired the 
information of the peripheral devices, a link is 
established to the target device to be controlled (i.e., 
CD player unit 210 in this example) . 

A step to be executed first is transmission of a 
page message {S3) . The page message includes BD_ADDR of 
the target device to be connected. 

Upon reception of the page message, the device 
specified by BD_ADDR, i.e., the CD player unit 210, sends 
back a response therefrom (S5) . 

When the telephone set 100 has received the 
response from the CD player unit 210, the telephone set 
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100 transmits information which is contained in an FHS 
packet and relates to participation of the CD player unit 
210 in a piconet where the telephone set 100 serves as a 
master (S5) . "Piconet" is a term employed in BT 
communication, and it signifies a star type network 
formed with one central master device. Any other device 
than the master is called a slave. The FHS packet 
contains intra-piconet ID assigned by the master 
telephone set 100 to the slave CD player unit 210. This 
ID corresponds to AM_ADDR (Active Member Address) , and a 
maximum of seven (from 1 to 7 ) ID are assigned within one 
piconet. The FHS packet further contains some other 
information including the frequency hopping sequence of 
the master and the clock phase thereof. In subsequent 
data communication, the CD player unit 210 uses such 
frequency hopping and clock information notified by the 
FHS packet. 

Due to the processing mentioned above, coincidence 
is attained between the telephone set 100 and the CD 
player unit 210 with regard to the frequency hopping 
sequence and the clock phase, thereby achieving a 
physically communicable state. Such a state ready for 
communication with assignment of AM_ADDR is termed an 
active mode. 
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Next, a connection request for actually controlling 
the CD player unit 210 is sent from the telephone set 100 
{S7) . 

The CD player unit 210 sends an authentication 
request for permitting control from only the known 
telephone set 100 (e.g., of the user of the CD player) 
notified previously (S8) . 

In the authentication, the telephone set 100 sends 
an obtained authentication value based on a password 
preset between the telephone set 100 and the CD player 
unit 210 (S9) . 

In BT, PIN (Personal Identification Number) 
corresponds to this password. 

Upon success of the authentication procedure, the 
CD player unit 210 notifies the telephone set 100 of such 
a result (SIO) . 

Subsequently, it becomes actually possible to 
control the CD player unit 210 from the telephone set 100. 

In this embodiment, however, control of the CD 
player unit 210 by the telephone set 100 is executed only 
at the time of an incoming call. Then, BT communication 
of the CD player unit 210 to the telephone set 100 is 
placed in a park mode (Sll, S12) . 

In the park mode, the CD player unit 210 is 
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disconnected from the piconet where the telephone set 100 
serves as a master, and AM_ADDR assigned thereto is 
released. The frequency hopping sequence and the clock 
phase are still left in synchronism with the intra- 
piconet communication so as to be readily returned to the 
piconet later. 

When it becomes necessary to control the CD player 
unit 210 from the telephone set 100 upon arrival of an 
incoming call, BT communication of the CD player unit 210 
to the telephone set 100 is returned from the park mode 
to the active mode (S13, S14) . In this case, AM_ADDR 
unused in the piconet with the telephone set 100 serving 
as a master is assigned to the CD player unit 210. 

Subsequently, transmission of the A/V control 
command from the telephone set 100 (S15) and reception of 
the response from the CD player unit 210 (S16) are 
executed repeatedly and, after termination thereof, the 
CD player unit 210 is placed in the park mode again {S17, 
S18) . 

Next, the communication procedure carried out among 
three BT communication devices will be described below 
with reference to Fig. 10 which shows a flowchart of 
communication executed among the three BT communication 
devices, i.e., the telephone set 100, the CD player unit 
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210 and the remote - control headphone 240. 

It is premised here that, as shown in Fig. 11, two 
piconets PI and P2 are existent among the three devices, 
and the CD player unit 210 belongs to both of such 
piconets. In BT communication, a group of piconets where 
some devices are partially duplicate is termed a scatter- 
net. One is a piconet PI where the CD player unit 210 
serves as a master, while the remote - control headphone 
240 serves as a slave. Its fundamental operation is to 
transmit music data from the CD player 210 to the remote- 
control headphone 240. In case the user has manipulated 
the remote controller, an A/V control command is sent 
from the remote - control headphone 240 to the CD player 
unit 210. The other is a piconet P2 where the telephone 
set 100 serves as a master, while the CD player unit 210 
serves as a slave. 

As shown in the communication flowchart of Fig. 8, 
the CD player unit 210 in the piconet P2 is placed 
basically in the park mode. And only when it becomes 
necessary, upon arrival of an incoming call, to stop the 
CD player unit 210 by manipulating the remote controller 
from the telephone set 100, the CD player unit 210 is 
switched to the active mode to perform transmission and 
reception of data. 
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Placing the CD player unit 210 in the park mode 
relates merely to BT communication with the telephone set 
100, and it is different in regard to BT communication 
with the remote -control headphone 240. 

First, the CD player unit 210 is transmitting music 
data to the remote - control headphone 240 (S21) . 

If an incoming call arrives during such 
transmission, the telephone set 100 switches the CD 
player unit 210 from the park mode to the active mode 
(S22, S23) . 

Then a pause command is sent (S24) . 

The CD player unit 210 executes its operation in 
compliance with the command, and notifies the result 
thereof (S25) . At this point of time, transmission of 
data from the CD player unit 210 to the headphone 240 is 
brought to a stop. 

Thereafter the telephone set 100 switches the CD 
player unit 210 to the park mode again (S26, S27) . 

When the CD player unit 210 held in its pause is to 
be placed in a playing state for reproduction, the user 
manipulates the remote - control headphone 240. Then a play 
command is sent to the CD player unit 210 (S28) . And upon 
start of play (S29) , transmission of the music data is 
resumed from the CD player unit 210 to the remote - control 
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headphone 240 (S30) . 

As described above, arrival of an incoming call is 
rendered noticeable by utilizing the telephone set 100 
and the A/V device equipped with a function of BT 
communication. When it is possible to transmit, from the 
telephone set 100, a command for controlling the A/V 
device, the playing operation of the peripheral audio 
device can be paused upon arrival of an incoming call, 
thereby enabling the user to easily perceive the ringing 
of the telephone set 100. 

Further, in case an A/V stream can be transmitted 
from the telephone set, the ringing tone emitted upon 
arrival of an incoming call may be sent to the speaker or 
headphone of the peripheral A/V device to thereby realize 
an incoming-call notice function. 

The arrangement may be so modified that, when an 
incoming call has arrived at the user's home telephone 
set for example, a ringing tone is emitted from the 
speaker of a stereo apparatus installed in some other 
place than the room with the telephone set. In this case, 
it is supposed that all the telephone set, the stereo 
apparatus and the speaker are adapted for BT 
communication. The telephone set transmits a ringing tone 
to the speaker after pause of music reproduction in the 
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stereo apparatus by a manipulation of its remote 
controller. In this manner, it becomes possible for the 
user to perceive arrival of an incoming call from a 
separate room without the necessity of increasing the 
ringing tone volume in the telephone set. 

The above - described advantage is achievable also by 
combining the telephone set 100, the CD player unit 210 
and the remote - control headphone 240 explained in regard 
to the embodiment. Upon arrival of an incoming call, 
reproduction of music in the CD player unit 210 is first 
brought to a stop by remote control from the telephone 
set 100, and then a ringing tone is transmitted to the 
headphone 240. As a result, even if the ringing tone of 
the telephone set 100 is kept in an off -state, the user 
with the headphone 240 is enabled to perceive arrival of 
an incoming call . 

According to the result of the inquiry (S2) made in 
the communication flow of Fig. 8 mentioned above, the 
target device to be controlled from the telephone set 100 
is merely one CD player unit 210 alone. 

In case there are a plurality of target devices to 
be controlled from the telephone set 100 and the entire 
devices need to be controlled upon arrival of an incoming 
call, the processes from S3 to S12 are executed, after 
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reception of the result of the inquiry (S2) , with regard 
to each target device to be controlled. And upon arrival 
of an incoming call, the processes from S13 to S18 are 
executed with regard to each target device to be 
controlled . 

In the communication flow of Fig, 8, if the 
telephone set 100 previously knows, from the beginning, 
the information of the opposite device to be connected, 
then the process of searching the device can be omitted. 
That is, the communication at steps SI and S2 is 
omissible . 

It is also possible to contrive such use that the 
CD player unit 210 accepts control from the entire 
devices without authentication. In this case, steps S8 
and S9 are skipped. 

It is further possible to omit the process of 
switching the connection between the telephone set 100 
and the CD player unit 210 to the park mode. Fig. 12 
shows a flowchart of communication in this case. It is 
premised here that the telephone set 100 previously knows 
BD_ADDR, CoD and so forth of the CD player unit 210. For 
establishing a link with the CD player unit 210, the 
telephone set 100 starts its operation from issue of a 
page command (S51) . 
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Upon reception of such a page command, the CD 
player unit 210 returns a response (S52) . 

Then, the telephone set 100 having received the 
response sends to the CD player unit 210 an FHS packet 
which contains the information of AM_ADDR, frequency 
hopping sequence, clock phase and so forth, thereby 
notifying the CD player unit 210 of such information 
(S53) . 

After the CD player unit 210 having received the 
FHS packet returns a response (S54) , a physical link is 
established between the telephone set 100 and the CD 
player unit 210, so that BT communication is rendered 
possible . 

Next, a request for logical connection is sent to 
enable actual control of the CD player unit 210 from the 
telephone set 100 (S55) . 

Subsequently, the CD player unit 210 returns a 
request for authentication to the telephone set (S56) , so 
as to prevent non -permitted control from any unspecified 
device . 

In reply to the authentication request, the 
telephone set 100 sends an authentication value 
calculated with regard to the CD player unit 210 {S57) , 
and then the CD player unit 210 executes authentication 
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in accordance with the received value. 

Upon success of the procedure for authentication, 
the CD player unit 210 notifies the telephone set 100 of 
the result (S58) . 

After the above process, actual control of the CD 
player unit 210 from the telephone set 100 is rendered 
possible . 

In this embodiment, however, such control of the CD 
player unit 210 from the telephone set 100 is performed 
merely at the time of arrival of an incoming call. In any 
other case, a POLL packet is sent periodically from the 
telephone set 100 to the CD player unit 210 (359) . The CD 
player unit 210 having received a POLL packet returns a 
response (S60) . 

The POLL packet is used when the master device 
(telephone set 100 in this example) executes a check as 
to whether the slave device (CD player unit 210 in this 
example) is within a communicable area or not. 

In case the telephone set 100 controls the CD 
player unit 210, there are executed transmission of an AV 
control command (361) and reception of a command response 
(S62) . 

In the communication flow of Fig. 12, as described 
above, a BT link is previously established between the 
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telephone set 100 and the CD player 210, and upon arrival 
of an incoming call, the CD player unit 210 is controlled 
from the telephone set 100. 

Differing from the above, there may be contrived 
another method which establishes a BT link between the 
telephone set 100 and the CD player unit 210 upon arrival 
of an incoming call, and disconnecting the link after 
control of the CD player unit 210 from the telephone set 
100 . 

Fig. 13 shows a communication flow in such a case. 

At first, the CD player unit 210 is transmitting 
music data to the speaker (883) . 

If an incoming call arrives during the above 
transmission, the telephone set 100 sends a page command 
to the CD player unit 210 (S71) . After this step, the 
communication between the telephone set 10 0 and the CD 
player unit 210 is executed in the interval of the 
communication between the CD player unit 210 and the 
speaker . 

The CD player unit 210 having received the page 
command returns a response (S72) . 

Then, the telephone set 100 having received the 
response sends an FHS packet to the CD player unit 210, 
thereby notifying it of the information inclusive of 
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AM_ADDR, frequency hopping sequence, clock phase and so 
forth (S73) . 

After the CD player unit 210 having received the 
FHS packet returns a response (S74) , a physical link is 
established between the telephone set 100 and the CD 
player unit 210, whereby BT communication is rendered 
possible . 

Subsequently, a request for logical connection is 
sent to enable actual control of the CD player unit 210 
from the telephone set 100 (S75) . 

When necessary, if the CD player unit 210 permits 
connection with the telephone set 100 after termination 
of the authentication procedure, the telephone set 100 is 
notified of the result (S76) . 

After this step, control of the CD player unit 210 
from the telephone set 100 is rendered actually possible. 

Then the telephone set 100 sends a pause command to 
the CD player unit 210 (S77) . 

The CD player unit 210 having received the command 
returns a response (378) , and stops its playing operation 
temporarily (S84) . 

In this situation, the user is enabled to perceive 
the ringing tone of the telephone set 100 and can 
therefore answer the call. In this embodiment, the 
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connection between the telephone set 100 and the CD 
player unit 210 is continuously maintained during such 
period of time. 

When the user has hung up the telephone set 100, 
the telephone set 100 sends a play command to the CD 
player unit 210 (379) . 

Upon reception of this command, the CD player unit 
210 returns a response (S78) , and then resumes its 
playing operation {S85) . 

In reply to this response, the telephone set 100 
sends a request for disconnecting the link with the CD 
player unit 210 (S81) , and thus the entire processing 
routine is completed at the time of receiving the OK 
response (S82) . 

In the aforementioned communication flow shown in 
Fig. 10, pausing the playing operation of the CD player 
unit 210 is performed from the telephone set 100, while 
resuming the playing operation thereof is performed from 
the remote -control headphone 240. However, as in the 
communication flow of Fig. 13, it is also possible to 
control both pause and resumption of the operation of the 
CD player unit 210 from the telephone set 100. 

Further in the communication flow of Fig. 13, the 
telephone set 100 merely pauses the playing operation of 
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the CD player unit 210 upon arrival of an incoming call. 
However, the configuration may be so modified that, in 
addition thereto, the telephone set 100 also sends a 
ringing tone to the speaker. 

In this case, the connection between the devices is 
such as shown in Fig. 14, wherein two piconets constitute 
the system. 

One is a piconet where the CD player unit 210 
serves as a master, while the speaker 300 serves as a 
slave. And the other is a piconet where the telephone set 
100 serves a master, while the CD player unit 210 and the 
speaker 300 serve as two slaves. 

The speaker 300 is capable of receiving audio data 
from both of the telephone set 100 and the CD player unit 
210, and reproduces the received data. 

The CD player unit 210 is controllable from the 
telephone set 100 and. in case a control command is sent 
from the telephone set 100. performs its operation in 
compliance with the command. 

It is supposed here that the connection between the 
devices in the above piconet is formed in advance through 
the processes at steps SI to SIO in the processing flow 
of Fig. 8. Fig. 15 shows the operation performed upon 
arrival of an incoming call. 
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At first, the CD player unit 210 is transmitting 
music data to the speaker {S106) . 

If an incoming call arrives during the above 
transmission, the telephone set 100 sends a pause command 
to the CD player unit 210 (SlOl) . 

The CD player unit 210 having received the pause 
command returns a response (S102) , and stops its playing 
operation temporarily (3107) . 

Subsequently, the telephone set 100 sends an 
incoming - call notice tone to the speaker 300 (S103) , so 
that the tone is reproduced from the speaker 300. The 
sound thus reproduced is brought to a stop automatically 
after a lapse of a predetermined time. 

When the user has hung up the telephone set 100, 
the telephone set 100 sends a play command to the CD 
player unit 210 (S104) . 

Upon reception of this command, the CD player unit 
210 returns a response (S105) , and then resumes its 
playing operation (S109) . 

The example mentioned above is premised on that the 
packet format of control commands is standardized in the 
detail. In this case, it is ensured that any control 
command sent from the telephone set 100 can be 
interpreted by the CD player unit 210. 
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However, there may exist some cases where the 
packet format of the control commands is different, 
either entirely or partially, depending on the types of 
devices or makers thereof . 

One exemplary case is such that, in the AV protocol 
packet of Fig. 6, the area relative to the contents of 
commands {play, stop, mute, etc.) is common but the 
format of option parameters is different. 

Fig. 16 shows a setup procedure executed in such a 

case . 

The flow from inquiry to authentication (S121 - 
S130) in Fig. 16 is exactly the same as that from inquiry 
to authentication (SI - SIO) in Fig. 8. 

In this example, however, the telephone set 10 0 
sends, after connection through authentication, a request 
to the CD player unit 210 for acquiring details of a 
command packet to be transmitted at the time of control 
(131) . 

This request packet contains data signifying the 
contents of commands (play, stop, mute, etc.). And a 
command packet containing default values in its option 
area is returned as a reply packet (S132) . 

Communications at steps S131 and S132 are executed 
correspondingly to the number of commands required for 
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subsequent control . 

When the telephone set 100 controls the CD player 
unit 210 hereafter, the packet returned here is sent as a 
command packet. The communication flow at the time of 
control is exactly the same as that in Figs. 10, 13 and 
15- 

According to the present invention, a remote 
control signal is sent, upon arrival of an incoming call, 
either directly from a telephone set or via a 
communication adaptor to a home appliance such as an 
audio device which is remote - controllable by radio 
communication, and thus the output of the home appliance 
can be brought to a stop under such control, thereby 
enabling the user to easily notice arrival of the 
incoming call. 

In the present invention, therefore, if the home 
appliance such as an audio device is remote-controllable 
through radio communication and is adapted for BT 
communication, it is possible to execute desired control 
from a telephone set in response to arrival of an 
incoming call. Consequently, it is not necessary to 
design the home appliance for complying with notice of an 
incoming call or to use the home appliance in combination 
with any additional unit. Further, due to employment of 
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an authentication function in BT communication, only the 
specified home appliance alone can be stopped upon 
arrival of an incoming call. Thus, there exists no 
anxiety about erroneous response to any telephone call 
for some other person. And in case a plurality of home 
appliances are existent in the peripheral vicinity of the 
telephone set, it is possible to modify the arrangement 
in a manner to prohibit the telephone set from stopping a 
certain appliance or device. 
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What is Claimed is: 

1. A telephone set comprising: 

a connection means to execute a connecting process 
for enabling transmission and reception of an information 
signal to and from a home appliance remote- controllable 
by radio communication; 

a control means for generating, upon arrival of an 
incoming call, a remote control signal to said home 
appliance; and 

a radio communication means for sending the remote 
control signal to said home appliance by the radio 
communication . 

2. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said radio communication is Bluetooth communication. 

3. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said remote control signal serves to stop the audio 
output of said home appliance under control. 

4. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said connection means executes a connecting process in 
advance so as to enable fast transmission and reception 

of the information signal to and from said home appliance. 

5. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said connection means executes a connecting process upon 
arrival of an incoming call so as to enable transmission 
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and reception of the information signal to and from said 
home appliance. 

6. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said connection means releases the connection with said 
home appliance upon termination of the call. 

7. The telephone set according to claim 1, wherein 
said control means generates, upon arrival of an incoming 
call, the remote control signal to a plurality of said 
home appliances. 

8. The telephone set according to claim 1, further 
comprising a control signal acquisition means to acquire 
the remote control signal in advance from said home 
appliance . 

9. The telephone set according to claim 3, wherein 
the control for stopping the audio output is a function 
to pause the playing operation. 

10. The telephone set according to claim 3, 
wherein the control for stopping the audio output is a 
sound mute function. 

11. The telephone set according to claim 3, 
wherein the remote control signal further serves to 
execute another control for sending an incoming - call 
notice tone to said home appliance. 

12. The telephone set according to claim 3, 
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wherein said control means further executes, upon 
termination of the call, a control action for resuming 
the audio output of said home appliance. 

13. A communication adaptor installable in a 
telephone set, comprising: 

a connection means to execute a connecting process 
for enabling transmission and reception of an information 
signal to and from a home appliance remote - controllable 
by radio communication; 

a control means for generating, upon arrival of an 
incoming call, a remote control signal to the home 
appliance; and 

a radio communication means for sending the remote 
control signal to said home appliance by the radio 
communication . 

14. A home appliance control method comprising: 
a connection processing step for enabling 

transmission and reception of an information signal to 
and from a home appliance remote-controllable by radio 
communication; 

a remote control signal generating step for 
generating, upon arrival of an incoming call, a remote 
control signal to said home appliance; and 

a remote control signal sending step for sending 
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the remote control signal to said home appliance by the 
radio communication. 

15. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein said radio communication is Bluetooth 
communication . 

16. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein the audio output of said home appliance 
is stopped under control by said remote control signal. 

17. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein, at said connection processing step, 
the connecting process is executed in advance so as to 
enable fast transmission and reception of the information 
signal to and from said home appliance. 

18. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein, at said connection processing step, 
the connecting process is executed upon arrival of an 
incoming call so as to enable transmission and reception 
of the information signal to and from said home appliance. 

19. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, further comprising a connection releasing step 
for releasing the connection with said home appliance 
upon termination of the call. 

20. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein, at said remote control signal 
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generating step, the remote control signal is generated, 
upon arrival of an incoming call, to a plurality of said 
home appliances. 

21. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 14, wherein, at said remote control signal 
generating step, the remote control signal is acquired in 
advance from said home appliance. 

22. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 16, wherein the control for stopping the audio 
output is a control to pause the playing operation. 

23. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 16, wherein the control for stopping the audio 
output is a control to mute the sound. 

24. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 16, wherein the remote control signal further 
serves to execute another control for sending an 
incoming-call notice tone to said home appliance. 

25. The home appliance control method according to 
claim 16, wherein the remote control signal further 
serves to execute, upon termination of the call, another 
control for resuming the audio output of said home 
appliance. 

26. A program recording medium where a home 
appliance control program is recorded in such a manner as 
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to be readable and executable by a computer, said control 
program comprising: 

a connection processing step for enabling 
transmission and reception of an information signal to 
and from a home appliance remote-controllable by radio 
communication; 

a remote control signal generating step for 
generating, upon arrival of an incoming call, a remote 
control signal to said home appliance; and 

a remote control signal sending step for sending 
the remote control signal to said home appliance by the 
radio communication. 

27. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein said radio communication is Bluetooth 
communication . 

28. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein the audio output of said home appliance 
is stopped under control by said said remote control 
signal . 

29. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein, at said connection processing step, 
the connecting process is executed in advance so as to 
enable fast transmission and reception of the information 
signal to and from said home appliance. 
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30. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein, at said connection processing step, 
the connecting process is executed upon arrival of an 
incoming call so as to enable transmission and reception 
of the information signal to and from said home appliance. 

31. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein said control program further comprises 
a connection releasing step for releasing the connection 
with said home appliance upon termination of the call. 

32. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein, at said remote control signal 
generating step, the remote control signal is generated, 
upon arrival of an incoming call, to a plurality of said 
home appliances. 

33. The program recording medium according to 
claim 26, wherein, at said remote control signal 
generating step, the remote control signal is acquired in 
advance from said home appliance. 

34 . The program recording medium according to 
claim 28, wherein the control for stopping the audio 
output is a control to pause the playing operation. 

35. The program recording medium according to 
claim 28, wherein the control for stopping the audio 
output is a control to mute the sound. 
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36. The program recording medium according to 
claim 28, wherein the remote control signal further 
serves to execute another control for sending an 
incoming- call notice tone to said home appliance. 

37 . The program recording medium according to 
claim 28, wherein the remote control signal further 
serves to execute, upon termination of the call, another 
control for resuming the audio output of said home 
appliance . 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention relates to a telephone set comprises 
a connection means to execute a connecting process for 
enabling transmission and reception of an information 
signal to and from a home appliance such as a general 
audio device remote - controllable by radio communication; 
a control means for generating, upon arrival of an 
incoming call, a remote control signal such as a pause 
command to the home appliance; and a radio communication 
means for sending the remote control signal to the home 
appliance by radio communication. Thus, upon arrival of 
an incoming call at the telephone set, the remote control 
signal is sent to the audio device or the like either 
directly from the telephone set or via a communication 
adaptor installed therein, hence pausing or muting the 
output of the audio device under remote control. Such 
control action enables a user to perceive the incoming 
call with facility. 
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As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below r 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name 
and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which i 
sought on the invention ENTITLED: 

TELEPHONE SET, COMMUNICATION ADAPTOR, HOME APPLIANCE CONTROL METHOD, AND PROGRAM RECORDING 
MEDIUM 

the specification of which 

X is attached hereto. 

was filed on 

with amendment(s) through 



as Application Serial No. 



_ (if applicable, give dates). 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- identified specification, including 
the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark Office all information known to me 
to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Sec. 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119 of any foreign appl i cation(s) 
for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or 
inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 

Prior Foreign Applicatlon(s) [list additional applications on separate page]: Priority Claimed: 
=5 Number: Country: Filed (Day/Month/Year): Yes No 

f 11-323439 Japan 12 November 1999 X 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States apptication(s) listed 
=s= below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United 

States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code i 112, I acknowledge the 
°'duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark Office all information known to me to be material to 
== patentabi lity as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, Sec. 1.56, which became available between the filing 
y date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 
=i Prior U.S. Application(s) [list additional applications on separate page]: 

- Appln. Ser. Number: Filed (Day/Month/Year): Status (patented, pending, abandoned): 

I hereby appoint WILLIAM S. FROMMER . Registration No. 25.506 . and DENNIS M. SMID . Registration No. 34,930 
J. or their duly appointed associate, my attorneys, with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute this 
'application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to file continuation and divisional applications thereof, to 

receive the Patent, and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office and in the Courts in connection 
5 therewith, and specify that all communications about the application are to be directed to the following correspondence 



WILLIAM S. FROMMER 



, Esq. 



c/o FROMMER LAURENCE & HAUG LLP 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10151 

I hereby declare that all statements 
information and belief are believed to be tru 
willful false statements and the like so made 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
or any patent issued thereon. 



Direct all telephone calls to: 
(212) 588-0800 
to the attention of: 

WILLIAM S. FROMMER 

nade herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
>; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
may jeopardize the validity of the applicatic 



Signature: 
Full name 
Residence: 



of sole or fi 


St inventor: 


Yoshitaka UKITA 






Tokyo, Japan 


P: 






of 2nd joint 


nventor (if any): 


Hiroshi KAKUDA 






Kanagawa, Japan 


P: 







inventor (if any): 



Masakazu HATTORI 
Kanagawa, Japan 



Ful I name of 3rd joir 
Residence: 
Citizenship: 

[Similarly list additional i 
Post Office Address(es) of i 

[if all inventors have the same post office adc 

Note: In order to qualify for reduced fees available to Small Entities, each inventor and any other individual or ent 
having rights to the invention must also sign an appropriate separate "Verified Statement (Declaration) Claiming [or 
Supporting a Claim by Another for] Small Entity Status" form [e.g. for Independent Inventor, Small Business Concern, 
Nonprofit Organization, individual Non- Inventor] . 

Note: A post office address must be provided for each 



Sony Corporation 

7-35 Kitashinagawa 6-chome 

Shinagawa-Ku, Tokyo 141, Japan 
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